


Not just a
printer buffer...

A buffer is an area of memory where characters are stored while they are waiting to be input or
output. They wait in the buffer until the appropriate input or output port becomes free to
accept them. While the buffer is not full, the computer is free to do its normal jobs, say running
a word processing program. However, once the buffer is full, the computer cannot carry on, as
there is nowhere to store the characters. When word processing, for instance, it is usually
impossible to continue editing while the computer is printing a document, because the printer
output buffer is full,

Help is at hand! If you have a BBC micro with sideways RAM, or a BBC Master Series micro,
then FSoft's BUFFERS can work wonders for youl

BUFFERS loads into a 16K sideways RAM (SWR) slot and offers a total of 14K extra
space for: Keyboard or RS423 Serial Input, and Printer, Speech or Sound Channel1,2,3
or 4 Output. The proportion of that 14K space assigned to each buffer is variable.
BUFFERS is intended primarily as a printer buffer, so the entire 14K could be assigned to
the printer output. The result of this would be that the computer would be free to do other
things at the same time as printingouta long document. However, the expansion of any
or all of the other buffers has an enormous variety of uses throughout BBC applications.

BUFFERS isavailable on a dual-format . ) -
40/80 track disc, and is suitable for use w4 | BUFFERS featuressix versatile :
with the following micros: 1 | commands: *BUFFON, *BUFFOFF, i
BBC B with at least 166K SWR 74 | "PURGEON, *PURGEOFF,
BBC B+ 64K with at least 16K SWR i | *“BUFFDUMP, and *BUFFSTATUS, 8
BBCB+ 128K A | which put it ahead of ordinary printer W
BBC Master Series 44 | buffers. It works in conjunction with most |4
VAN : other software, including View and ’_.g
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