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THE NAME 

Acorn is proud to announce a real brtakthrouch in 
comp<~<er ted1nolou; tht ARCHMEDES Hie!> 
Perforrn~nce Computer Systems, the fastestf micros in 
tht worid toda,. 

The ARCHIMEDES systems reflect a combin1tion of 
education, techno~. science and innovation, rrtting, 
we ~teve, for a product tNt presents to the world a 
drtntJuc incrt:ase in computing perfornw'ICe. 

THE NEED 

The British Broadcuting Corporation Microcomputer, 
launched in 1981, wu 1 phenomenal success. Since 
then, nearly a mtllton British Broadastint Corporation 
Micros have been ~ and a huge user base 
esublisho4. 

It became dear chat there wu a need to produce an 
affordable cenention of computers for the 19905 u 
radical u the British Broadcutin& Corporauon Micro 
hu bHn '"the 1980s. 

THE POWER 

• ARTHUR, ;a new venion of the BritiJh Broadcasting 
Corporation machine opentinc system. 
e Power to deliver 6502 and MS-005 emt.lation Jnd 
h1gh levellangu11es sodl u C and FORTRAN. 

Power toM programs in BBC BASIC V (an 
extended ven10n of B8C BASIC) lhat ou~orm 
those 1n mach•ne code on most rNa! machines. 

• In line with the imporunce Acorn attaches to 
networicina, ARCHIMEDES machines un be used on 
tht ECONET NttWorl< (with other British 
6roadcuting Corporation Micros) and AOFSIANFS 
filinc systems provide a fam~tar environment. 

e The most visible demonstntion of spttd and power 
1s reflected in the c•ia: realisuc an~mation with 
supttl> shadow ll1d thrtt dimtnSIOI1~ tffecu. Up to 
256 coklurs an be displayed at one ume. Cokxn un 
be selec:ted from a p»tue of 4096. 

The aud10 ~illty is astoond•nc. E1Jht voiCe di&•ul 
stereo sound provides considera!Me Kope for musical 
compositton. 

AND SPEED 

At the heart of the new tedu~oCY lies the 32 bit 
Acorn RISC chip, a new type of processor capable of 
txecut•nc4 mips (millton instructions per ~ond). In 
fact in our research and dev~ent laboratories up 
to 18 mips (peak) have betn ach~eved on Acorn RISC 
processon. 

New Personal Computer World m.a1uJne 
bendlmaria f0< lnt..,..tted BASIC 
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Notes: 300 Series fi&ures are Acorn measurements of 
BBC BASIC in RAM using PCN algonthms. All other 
figures are taken from PCW reportS. 
•Not available for floppy drives. 
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THE SYSTEMS 

The Allo.1EOES rana• indudts lht 300 Series ond 
lht ,_. sophisticated ~ Series. 
All machines havt fcatum ;n common: 
e ll bit PJSC technolos1 
e ~styled io al box pmenution 
• '1811 enhanctd' ltytt ke,t>oard wiUil b.<ton 

""""" • Britill1 Bn>adwcio& Corporation Microltytt 
opominc ,,...,. (ARTHUR) 

e B8C BASIC V 
• inwfaces: printer, serial, monitor, stereo sound 
e ECONET p~uc.;, option 
e avariety ofpoclu&es an be fltt*J 

lM SEIU£5 
~.>~esc c-ation of - l!roadcauJnt Corpot>tion 
Micros 
JtS 
e O.S t1byu IW1 (upcndable to 1.0 Mbyte) 
e ll2 Kbyte ROH 
e IMbyte (""fonnatud)l'/0 disc drM 

liO 
e 1.0 Mbyte RAM 
e Sl2 Kbyte ROH 
e I l1byto (unfonnanod)l'~' disc drM 
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e I Mbyte 1W1 (ups..oahle to 4.0 Mbyt.,) 
e I Mbyte (unformatted) n· disc drM 
e Hardware ftoatin& point co-processor 09tion 
• Co·proc....,. bus 
e HalO disc controller 
e Four·socbt back plane 
e Sl2 Kbyte ROH ... 
Soecification 11410: 
e 4 MbyteiW1 
e 20 Mbyte han! disc 

An odditionof1t; disc"' 20 Mbytt..,. disc moy be 
added inlmld/r. Tlte 300 Seri<s .r.. rtq<Jirts • II<Kd disc 
controler podule and bode. plane wMn ~nint o hord disc. 

ARCHIMEDES il an open system and iU fltxibitity is 
ach~ by fllttinJ any of the followinc podoles 
(~ rnod<.olts)¥ia a bad< pl>nt: 
e VO (lnpu</Ouq>Ut lnterlaco) 
• hanl disc contn>Htt- (300 Series only) 
e ROM txttntion boanf 
• HIOI music Wlterface 
e MS.OOS podule 
e sc~ 
e hardware floatina point co-proceuor 
• Elhtmecpodule 

SOFTWARE 

The Welcome Dis<; 

e The Desk TOfl 11an>cer. wich akulator; nou pad 
ond cfodc. 

e The Font Dtsicner &ives infinite fttxmility in tht 
crution of font styles. 

e Oisco'tf:r the workl of &rlf'tlics with tht •asy-to­
UM: Paintinc Provam. 

e The Music Protram serves as an ~ton to 
lht AllCHIHEDES powerful ......r capabilititt. 

In addition to B8C BASIC V. Acornso4's cleveltlflment 
l:u'IUl&tS inc~ C. ISO-Pasal, fORTRAN, lisp and 
Profoc. The Acornsoft Software Dewloper·s Toolbox 
provides utilities to sim9fily pn>Snm tltvtltlflmtnt ond 
debUUinc; whie an extensive Software Oe~oper's 
Dtbuc Tool faciiutos hizh 1M! bncuqe develtlflment 
in C, Pascal or FORTRAN. 

ACORN. ACOIINSOFT. ARCHIMEDES. ARM, ARTHUR, 
MASTER and ECONET art utdtmattts of Acom 
~., ltd. 181'1 is a tnOemvk of the International 
lbiMss HacNnts Corporation, P1S·DOS is a trlOremlril of 
l1ic.ro&oft Corporation, Et:Mrnet is a crWemri. of the 
Xerox Corporation. 

Copyriz:ht C Acom Computers Urnittd july 1987 
E"'Y effon. hu been Nde to tMUrt tNt the enformation 
in this ltaltt is wt and correct at tM time of printinJ. 
However, chi prodi.Kt described in tM lufttt are wbjtct 
to continuous deftlopment and itnpi'O'ttmtnt and Ac:om 
Computers limked rtMNU the rifht to d!111p their 
JPt(ifKatKMn at 111y time. Ac:om Computtn Umited 
annot actepc: iability for 1n1 lou or dama&t an.ift& from 
the 11M of lll'f information or pa'Vculan in this lafllt. 

fot fwl teeftllic::al infonnacion COfltKt: 
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Acorn-
'The choice of experience. 


